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You Are I nvited l\ 

Thanksgiving is approaching and the time for the annual ^ 
Edom Community Thanksgiving Meal will be here 
soon. This year's Dinner will be on: 
Monday, November 19, 2012 
11:00 AM until 2:00 PM & 4:00 PM until 7:00 PM 



$ ~ This FREE community wide dinner, at the Edom Commu- 9 g 
nity Center has become an important annual event. 9 g 
%^ Your help is also needed ! ^£ 

% Please help spread the word about the dinner Invite your 
^ friends and neighbors who might be interested in helping ^ 
also. If you can help in any way with the dinner please call *^ 



me. 



Looking forward to seeing you. 
Sincerely, Barbara Crow 
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PRAYER FOCUS 

Week 1 Weary Parents 

Week 2 Those in danger of losing their homes. 
Week 3 Someone I have not forgiven. 
Week 4 Our Nation. 



BIBLE STUDY 

Walking with God in the Desert continues on Monday evenings 
through November 19th. 



MEMORIALS 



In memory of Margaret Brookner 

From Perry & Glenda Penn 





UNITED METHODIST MEN 

The Edom Art Festival parking fundraiser event brought 
in about $1,100 for the group. 

The men will give $350 to the youth to support their sum- 
mer camp efforts. We are thankful for the large turnout for 
the Art Festival each year. This helps tremendously in our 
fundraising efforts to carry on our missional efforts. We are 
truly blessed. 

A special thanks to Pastor Paul for his endless work standing at the 
entrance of the parking lot and "enticing" people to park their cars and 
trucks in our parking lot on Saturday. 

Thanks to all the rest of you who gave up your time to help park cars 
both Saturday and Sunday. 

At our last meeting ten members were present. Ron presented a pro- 
gram on Carlton Smith and his last two week visit to Kirimati 
(Christmas) Island representing Pacific Islands Medical Aid, Inc. 

Ron supervised the construction of a medical incinerator for the Hos- 
pital at Ronton Village on Kiritimati Island. This incinerator was badly 
needed by the hospital for the disposal of their medical waste. 

Ron also installed ceiling fans in the new maternity ward at the hospi- 
tal at Ronton Village 

A pediatric team was also included in the trip. Two doctors and two 
representatives from Mending Kids International, a Burbank California 
organization. The team worked with the doctors and nurses on Kiriti- 
mati Island during their 6 day visit and examined over 700 children. 
They identified 64 children who suffer from severe birth defect requir- 
ing immediate medical attention. Pacific Islands Medical Aid (Carlton) 
is in the process of arranging to have these children brought to the Los 
Angeles area to undergo surgeries. 

Our next meeting will be November 14th at 6:30 pm. Ron 
McDougle's group will be hosting. We will be electing new officers. 
Ron will be stepping down as president due to his church commitments. 

Ron McDougle - President 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

Flatwoods Assembly of God is hosting the 
Thanksgiving service on Sunday, November 18th 6:30 pm 
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SERVING AND CONNECTING 




MINISTRY TEAM 

The new marquee at the Church says, 
"Jesus Is Coming, Look Busy"; well that's 
the same motto I have had for some time for 
our Church. So we need to ask ourselves this, 
"do we want to look busy?" 

If a Church is doing something, it makes them look and feel 
vibrant; and the more you are out there, the more people will see 
you and it will make them think, "hey they got something going 
on all the time, let's see what it's all about"; well that's my philoso- 
phy anyway, a psychological thing. I honestly feel that if we are 
an active Church, we will feel more alive and not get into that 
"comfort" zone feeling and become a dormant Church which will 
eventually die off. I don't want us to be one of those Churches that 
people will talk about later and say, "you remember, there used to 
be a Methodist Church in Edom". 

I realize that we are getting into our busy time of the year, but 
here are a few things going on in the community as well as the 
Church. 

Flatwoods Assembly of God is hosting the Thanksgiving service 
on Sunday, November 18th; then on Monday, November 19th is 
the annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner that is free to the 
public, food will be served from 11:00 am until 2:00 pm and then 
again from 4:00 pm until 7:00 pm. We are always in need of vol- 
unteers to help serve and also ask for donations of deserts and 
such for the dinner. All are welcome to come and eat, the meal is 
free, but donations are accepted. On Saturday, November 24th at 
10am, we will be meeting at the Church to decorate for the holi- 
days and in preparation for our Chrismon service the next week. 

Also go ahead and put on your calendars some upcoming events 
and activities for December. 

On Saturday, December 15th our Christmas singing program 
will be at the Chapel in Ben Wheeler; this is a joint effort between 
us and Ben Wheeler. With such busy schedules at this time of 
year, this will allow local talent and Pastors to attend and elimi- 
nate scheduling conflicts. A Christmas story will be read, the 
youth and Crow's Nest kids will be doing a Christmas program, 
there will be individual talent provided, the Assembly of God 
choir will also provide some entertainment, as well as stories be- 
ing read for the kids, and of course, Santa Clause will be on hand 
for pictures. 

We will also be doing our "All Church Children's Christmas 
Party" in Terry Hall on Sunday, December 16th right after 
Church; ALL are invited to attend. There will be more details on 
this event to come. 

As I said, we have a lot going on, so we are in need of your 
help, your support and your love to make these events a success 
for the children of our Church and the Church as a whole. Re- 
member, look busy! 

As always, we are still in need of helpers in Sunday School and 
driving of the van; let us know how and when you can help! Let's 
see how we can help each other in the fellowship of the Christian 
spirit and let's Minister together. 

Love in Christ, Barbie Clay, Chair - Serving and Connecting Team 



Slow Down 

Slow down open your heart 

to the quiet stillness of the present moment. 

Where the Holy One again speaks 

the Word of love and grace right out loud 

for all to hear, 

the whole creation feels the breeze and sees the light. 
Slow down., open your heart... 



Dwight F. Grosvenor 
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I CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 

What does Children's Ministry mean to you? Each 
of us needs to ask ourselves that question and then 
answer it by living it. We say that "children are a J 
blessing in disguise" and that is true. \ 
We are blessed by the number of children and j 
youth we have in our Church, but we are still in 
need of growth there as well as throughout the 
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In the Crow's Nest, we are teaching the children about the dis- 
l ciples and what their roles were that will be leading up to Advent. 
J As you saw Sunday, we learned that we are all like a "pumpkin" 
I and the kids got a lot out of that. 

9 9 
9 This past month, we had a mini "Trunk or Treat" and I want to j 

% thank those that helped and participated, the kids had fun and " 

I plenty of candy; we are also teaching them about fire safety, what 

I to do in the event of a fire and also the "stop, drop and roll" pro- 
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9 We now are getting into the busiest time of the year; during the 
I next two months we will have a lot of activities going on and we 
I need your help with the children. We will have singing, acting 
I and partying going on, so let us know where and when you can 
I help. 

\ Thanks to all of you that have helped us to get to where we are 
I and a thank you in advance for all that you will do to help in the 
I continued growth of the Church and the programs that are of- 
J fered. 

9 
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I Love in Christ, 
9 

9 Barbie Clay, Chair - 
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Children's Ministry 



ON GOING MINISTRIES 

Our congregation is involved in several ways in various 
missions. Below is a list of some of those: 
Food Bank 
Nursing Home Special Occasions 
UMYF/Children 
Van Pool Ministry 
School Supplies Train 

UMCOR 
Shepherding Program 
The Methodist Home -Waco 
East Texas Women's Crisis Center 
Youth With A Mission 
Methodist Mission Home -San Antonio 
Edom Community Scholarship 

Individual involvement 

UMCOR Warehouse 
Pacific Islands Medical Aid 
Mustard Seed Ministries 
First Responders 



Some monks asked Abba Poemen if they should awaken those 
who fell asleep during worship. 

Abba Poemen responded: "For my part, when I see a brother 
who is dozing, I put his head on my knees and let him rest." 

— Sayings of the Desert Fathers 
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FINANCIAL COMMITTEE NEWS 



October 2012 

Members (9): Chairman Perry Penn, Treasurer Shirley Wil- 
kins, Pastor Paul Porter, Ada Walker, Mike Human, Carol Camp, 
Marlis Cuthbertson, Eric Callaway, and Glenda Penn 

Matthew 17: 20 .... "if you have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move hence to yonder place ' 
and it will move and nothing will be impossible to you. " 

We are at a critical point in our church life. If we don't bring 
more and younger people into our church, we will wither away 
and cease to exist. Our enthusiasm, energy will diminish and drain 
us of our future as heavier burdens, old age, and despair over take 
us. Growth without frustration and additional burdens would be a 
wonderful experience, but would it make us complacent? Can we 
afford to feel complacent when doing God work? We must satisfy 
the religious needs of the community or they will go elsewhere. 

These children are a blessing to us and we should be thankful; 
yes, we need to convince more of their parents to join us. Several 
are attending on a regular basis; we are blessed to be growing as a 
church. Pastor Paul and all involved in our youth programs are 
energized, encouraging and looking for opportunities to increase 
EUMC membership. In fact, our church membership has grown 
because of Pastor Paul. Giving is up $5,000 over last year, but as 
our church grows so do our needs and expenses. Our Current Fi- 
nancial responsibilities or 2012 Budget is $77,542.80; we will 
have to step up our giving to cover our 2012 budget. It will take 
faith, hard work and lots of prayers to continue our success. Any- 
one wishing to become an evangelist for EUMC is welcome as we 
cannot have enough new ideas, energy, teachers, van drivers and 
chaperons. 

Likewise, our pledges for a New Educational Building are at a 
critical point. We have received pledges totaling $19,110 as of 
Oct.28, 2012. Some are being paid out monthly, ($3,600). Some 
have been paid in various lump sums ($7,610.) Some are sched- 
uled to be paid in early 2013 ($3,500). Some are pledged for inter- 
nal finishing after the building frame has been completed 
($3,500). All are a blessing from God. 

I am finding resistance to pledge commitments before, we, as a 
church, commit some of our savings. We have enough saving to 
fund the entire project, but do we lack the faith to risk spending 
it? Therefore, on Nov. 8th at 1:00, in Terry Hall, I will ask the 
EUMC Finance Committee to establish an amount to have on 
hand from our pledges to start construction on the new building. 
The new building, not including internal finishing, is estimated to 
cost $31,000. This will cover concrete slab, frame, roof, insula- 
tion, doors and windows. At that time, the building will be what is 
called "in the dry". The question is what percentage of the 
$31,000 do we need to have in the bank before we start construc- 
tion. This decision will then require Church Council approval. 

The Trustees meet on Nov. 6th, 2012 in Terry hall. If you have 
alternate solutions to building a new facility, please put it on a 
pledge sheet and turn it in to us. Both committees want your in- 
put. 

Perry Penn Finance Committee Chairman 



May I help you! 

I am in need of employment. I am very good at several tasks. 
I am good at housecleaning, light cooking, laundry and I even do 
windows. I am very good at yard work and gardening and many 
other tasks as well. God has given me these talents and I would 
really like to put them to good use. I am available in a 50 mile 
radius of Edom, Texas. Please call me at 903 707 5265. 

Thank you and God Bless, Wendy High 
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VETERANS DAY 



U.S. President Woodrow Wilson first proclaimed Armistice Day 
for November 11, 1919. In proclaiming the holiday, he said 

"To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled 
with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country's 
service and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing 
from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has 
given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the 
councils of the nations." 

The United States Congress passed a concurrent resolution seven 
years later on June 4, 1926, requesting that President Calvin Coo- 
lidge issue another proclamation to observe November 1 1 with ap- 
propriate ceremonies. A Congressional Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U.S. 
Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of Novem- 
ber in each year a legal holiday: "a day to be dedicated to the cause 
of world peace and to be thereafter celebrated and known as 
'Armistice Day'." 

In 1945, WWII veteran Raymond Weeks from Birmingham, Ala- 
bama had the idea to expand Armistice Day to celebrate all veterans, 
not just those who died in World War I . Weeks led a delegation to 
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower, who supported the idea of National Vet- 
erans Day. Weeks led the first national celebration in 1947 in Ala- 
bama and annually until his death in 1985. President Reagan hon- 
ored Weeks at The White House with the Presidential Citizenship 
Medal in 1982 as the driving force for the national holiday. Eliza- 
beth Dole, who prepared the briefing for President Reagan, deter- 
mined Weeks as the "Father of Veterans Day." 

U.S. Representative Ed Rees from Emporia, Kansas, presented a 
bill establishing the holiday through Congress. President David Ei- 
senhower, also from Kansas, signed the bill into law on May 26, 
1954. 

Congress amended this act on June 1, 1954, replacing "Armistice" 
with "Veterans," and it has been known as Veterans Day since. 

The National Veterans Award, created in 1954, also started in 
Birmingham, Alabama. Congressman Rees of Kansas was honored 
in Alabama as the first recipient of the award for his support offer- 
ing legislation to make Veterans Day a federal holiday, which 
marked nine years of effort by Raymond Weeks. Weeks conceived 
the idea in 1945, petitioned Gen. Eisenhower in 1946, led the first 
Veterans Day celebration in 1947 (keeping the official name Armi- 
stice Day until Veterans Day was legal in 1954). 

Although originally scheduled for celebration on November 11 of 
every year, starting in 1971 in accordance with the Uniform Monday 
Holiday Act , Veterans Day was moved to the fourth Monday of 
October. In 1978, it was moved back to its original celebration on 
November 11. 

Excerpts from U.S. Army Center of Military History 



The Hard Work of R esting Elizabeth J Canham 

The author of Hebrews calls Christians to remember that rest still 
remains for God's people. Sometimes, however, we have to work 
hard in order to enter it! "Let us therefore make every effort to en- 
ter that rest, so that no one may fall through such disobedience as 
theirs" (Heb. 4:11). 

For me the 'hard work' of entering into rest begins with taking 
my calendar seriously. I am always tempted to think I can squeeze 
in one more appointment, schedule another meeting, or go to more 
events. The one thing I forget to schedule, or to keep absolutely 
sacred when I do write it in, is rest. In fact I derive a certain sense 
of satisfaction from being overbusy, so much in demand, so in- 
volved in ministry. There is a subtle arrogance in the failure to 
claim rest — I am so important I have no time for rest — and a collu- 
sion with the contemporary world that rewards busy-ness but ne- 
glects rest time for and with the Creator. 
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Pastor Paul Porter's Paragraphs 

"They will receive blessing from the Lord, and 
vindication from the God of their salvation. Such 
is the company of those who seek him, who seek 

the face of the God of Jacob." Psalm 24 



The one thing I will plead guilty to of being all my life is 
a seeker. In my life, I have searched for horny toads, a 
good and faithful putter, the perfect chocolate pie, and 
knowing what God was thinking about what I was do- 
ing this day. 

Shekinah was the pillar of fire that led Moses and the He- 
brews through the desert. I n times of transition, people of 
faith have long sought to fix their eyes on a stable point to 
help them in difficult times. For me, I find that my daily 
prayers help enormously when I am stumbling and bum- 
bling through the deep East Texas pines. 

Lately, I have been praying a prayer that is based on St. 
Augustine's writings in the fourth century. I n his book, 
Confessions . Augustine wrote, "God, you have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find their rest 
in you." And the following prayer describes our relationship 
with God. 



Augustine prayed, "Almighty God, 
you have made us for yourself, and 
our hearts are restless till they find 
their rest in you; so lead us by your 
Spirit that in this life we may live to 
your glory and in the life to come 
enjoy you forever; through J esus 
Christ our Lord who is alive with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God 
now and forever. Amen. 

See you in church, 
Pa stor Pa u I Porter 



GREETERS/USHERS 




CHOIR AND YOU! 



We will have choir practice Wednesday, November 7th 
and Wednesday, November 28th at 6:30 in the choir 
room. All are welcome. 

Sue Human — Music Director 




I am a Christian. 



When I say that "I am a Christian" 
I am not shouting that "I am clean living, " I'm whispering "I 
was lost, but now I'm found and forgive." 

When I say (( Iam a Christian," 
I don't speak of this with pride. I'm confessing that I stumble 
and need Christ to be my guide. 

When I say (( Iam a Christian," 
I'm not trying to be strong. I'm professing that I'm weak and 
need His strength to carry on. 

When I say (( Iam a Christian," 
I'm not bragging of success, I'm admitting I have failed and 
need God to Clean my mess. 

When I say (( Iam a Christian," 
I'm not claiming to be perfect. My flaws are far too visible, but 
God believes I am worth it. 

When I say (( Iam a Christian," 
I still feel the sting of pain. I have my share of heartaches, so I 
call upon His name. 

When I say (( Iam a Christian," 
I'm not holier than thou. I'm just a simple sinner who received 
God's good grace, somehow! 

What a blessing this Bible study experience has been all fall. 
This particular study "Walking With God in the Desert" has been 
full of "AHA" moments every week. The insights brought by the 
participants have helped to make the scriptures much, much more 
meaningful than my previous understanding had been. Sue Hu- 



man brought the above article last week to share with the group. 
It was just what I needed to pass on to a friend who has doubts 
about the whole Christian thing. Indeed, God is talking to me 
through acquaintances and the scriptures. I hope all of you re- 
ceive God's Blessings the rest of the year! 



Marlis Cuthbertson-Lay Leader 2012 



If you are interested in joining this effort please 
contact Ron McDougle. 
November 4 The Youth 
November 1 1 Glenda and Perry Penn 
November 1 8 Bill and Shirley Wilkins 
November 25 Larry Murphy and Richard Cannon 



TRUSTEE COMMITTEE 

The Trustee Committee has not met since September. The next 
meeting will be held on November 6th at 6:30 pm in Terry Fellow- 
ship Hall.W§%^^^^^^ 
The agenda will include discussing: 

1. The status of the fund raising for the annex building. 

2. The landscaping for the court yard. 

3. A new trash collection/storage container arrangement. 

4. New items brought forth. 

Please plan to attend. These are important items that need to be 
discussed. 

Ron McDougle Chair of Trustee 

Bible Trivial 

1. What was Abram's relationship to Lot? Gen 11:30 

2. Why did Abram leave Canaan? Gen 12:10 

3. How did Pharaoh treat Abram? Gen. 12:16 

4. What event caused Pharaoh to realize that Abram was 
married to Sarai? Gen. 12:17 
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FOOD BANK DONATIONS 

FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
Food for Thought: "One who is gracious to a poor 
man lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his 
; good deed, " Proverbs 19:1 7 (NAS) 

It's November - Thanksgiving and Christ- 
mas are upon us! Gathering of family, friends and 
tables filled with savory foods make these holidays so special. 
It is also a time to reflect on God's blessings received during 
the year. 

God surely blessed our donations with an overflowing 
food basket in October! Thank you to everyone who partici- 
pates in Edom United Methodist Church's mission of food 
donations for the area Food Bank. Cereal and Box Meals 
continue to be in short supply. 

Please be in prayer for your participation during these 
holiday months. 

Suggested non-perishable food : Cereals, Sugar, Flour, 
Box Meals (mac & cheese, spaghetti, Hamburger Helper); 
Rice, Beans also Canned Goods, Dry & Can Milk. 

Donation baskets are located in the Church Foyer and 
Terry Hall for your convenience. You may also donate any- 
time during the month. 

Carol Camp - Food Bank Liaison 



LADIES. 



Thank you to all of you who contributed to the success of our 
Bake Sale on the October 20th. We raised $785.00 dollars to be 
used for the ministries we support. This small group of ladies do 
a great job!! 

At our meeting of EUM Women in October, we had our annual 
World Thank Offering program. We send this money on to the 
Conference Treasurer and it will be used for missions as well. 

Because of low attendance at our meeting, I would invite any- 
one who missed turning in their offering box to bring to me in 
church next Sunday, and I will include it in my financial report 
that is due November 12th. 

Thank you for your help ! 

Dolly Buenting, EUMW Treasurer 



UMYF 



The UMYF is going great. The youth have been involved in 
several projects. Available space for staging these projects and 
class rooms is very tight. We are looking forward to the new An- 
nex to provide some relief in that area. 

We are also looking for teachers and van drivers. If you can 
help us out with teaching and/or driving the van to pickup the 
children and take them home it would be a great help. 

November is going to be a fun month for the youth. They plan 
to attend the youth rally in Chandler and visit the Chandler 
UMC's Pumpkin Patch. 

The youth are planning to host an area youth rally here at 
Edom UMC in January. You help is need for that rally as well. 
God has blessed us with many wonderful children. 

Please call Ron McDougle or Barbie Clay to let us know when 
you can teach, drive or help. 

Lunches for the UMYF each Sunday is also needed. Please sign 
up on the sheet in Terry Hall for 
a Sunday. 

Ron McDougle and Kathy Kendrick - Youth leaders 



EDOM UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 



I United 



Edom United Methodist Women would like to 
thank all of you who baked for or bought goodies 



, from the bake sale during the Edom Festival of the 
MetnodiSt ^ rts a wonderful variety and were able to 

Women b oos t our funds to pay our mission promises for 
2012. 

If you were unable to attend the October UMW meeting, please 
give your Thank Bank offering to Dolly quickly so that she can 
turn it in at her deadline on November 15th. 

Also, remember that we voted to fete our nursing home patients 
with a seven-day gift project. We will collect 7 small items for 
each patient and then wrap and bundle them at our December 6 th 
meeting. Please start collecting items. 

Suzanne McDougle, President 
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